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By Guy Trebay

That sound. & throsty bum, s thrum,
in the plazs of the World Trade Cepter.
It's eerie, first low io pitch, and constant,
then whining and low again Sometimes,
there are seversl sounds mized Logether,
& resonanl a8 mantra. oaly diffuse
They come from somewbere in U buwld-
ung (scade, up there in the struts But
what uw n?

It's an artwork, made by Bill Fontana,
for the Lowsr Manhattan Cultural Coun-
cil, ms | discovered on Wednesday

Fontans is standing on the Manbatian
nide of the Hrooklyn Brdge, at the bass of
i ek

over Lhe rom rail, be poinls Lo
a walkway just out of view. Cars ahoot by,
their Lres making & ssaring sound in the
maphall, which s gummy and pives off
baat 10 waves Down s batch s & catwalk,
and on Lhe catwalk st regular intervals,
microphones ar , sach one tuned W
the mcillaung rosdbed of the bridge AL
the fool of the cstwalk w & tranamitter,
and from n through wispbone wires, Lbe
Brooklyn Bridge talks to the west sade of
Marihatian

“It's best in the sarly svening.” Fon-
tans tells me, “thare's loas traffic oo the
bridge and the cary that are oo it go faater.
Thal creatss greater variation in pitch.”

Fontans w soft spoken. He's got mal-
anchaly syss that turn down at Lhe oor-
oers and long Buddha sars. He's alway
“colleciad” soumd on lape recordings
He's wotarestad in the munic of the com-
monplace. Bitling in the City Hall park,
bepasth & matue of Horace
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Californian alips his baadphones over my

A

“This is oo | made for the Sierrs Club,
this sound. It's part of 8 record they're
going W bring out o the fall”

mating sounds of the wild sage prouss at

nithologist and |—camped in & park
where they live, got up at h:rd.]: ithe
momrming and went looking for g

Al other times, be has recordsd, oo
vight channels, an Adirondsck wood-
| pecker, freght traios whatling a1 an
furst Lree (roge of spring, the fog borns of
| San Francisco Bay.

He plays the fog borns for me Their
low sonorous soundings come in ssquence,
everlapping sach other W make & music
that goes Lo the base of apine, sven
further. They're hmbh make you
think of sex.

“] take sound away from its context,”
says Footans, “The bridge in the World
Trade Canter plaza, or the train whistles,
which were Lranamitied o 8 lakeside set-
ting, where Lhers waren't any trains st
all”

The fogharmas sound in seg from
Point Blunt, Mike Rocks, Point Bonits,
Adcatrar laland and the pian of Golden

g aced st Fort Ma-
mimfuﬁm'ﬁ#’nphl{mﬂu
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“Birds in the rain forest, strest sounds,
& pmall cafi in the outheck It was my
dream job." Footans uses » varisty of

The tnll, eluck, and percolating coo are ]

brain,” says Footans, “ia wery
dmcriminating. It filers a kot of sound it
dossn't want o bear. But the microphone
registers sverylhung squally, sl the same
pitch.”

Beginning in Seplember. for a year,
Footans will brosdesst a single sound four
munuies sach day, oo C. locluded
will be the sound of boney saters io & Seld,
the Gansssss Ruver drawbndge, pile driv-
er oo & San Fraocsco streel—you can
probably skip that obe—and what be calls
the strange sounds be boan when be's
away from bome (“Noisss ] have trouble

"TERFOLD

Footana, “is s amall chain of uninhsbited
ilands—the Faurallons For the 50tk an-
niverary of the San Francisco Mussus of
Modern An, I'm going to place micro-
phooes al 17 straieqic locations there Lo
branamit the sounds of some of the
250,000 birds and 2000 marine mammals
that Live or pass Lhrough there."

Four micropbones will be stationed at
hugh shevations, four st the waters edge.
Four bydrophones will be placed under
walar to baar the sound of the whales

“Do you really think that you will hear
tham

“Ob absolutely,” mys Foolans, =it's
nght oo their Ling rowte.”

In the plazs of the World Trade Cen-
Ler, water alides off uhe amooth edge of &
polished granite fountain. The overlap
ping wavelews make o whooshing sound. A
a'urli‘-rjh wind bas blown in from the river.

pping around the plaxs, it picks up

tuning out, thal leave me po choice but o | dors

et up and record tham ), He will also
play the guietssi momest be's ever
kncen. It was in Australia, ot the beart of
& tropical run forsst Al the animals and
birds ware scraaming, & primal dio in the

forest abruptly
opened io the sarth
and all the noise fell in.

w
ruh bour. He bands me & packet with
press clips inside that review his work, and
copied of his proposals. Ooe is in Jtalian:
Sonorits Prospetliche—the words have &
musical sound. Lo another & reviewsr

somathing with our syes open, we are
clearly sware of the changing Lines of de-
marcation, iadicating i
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closed, wr may sxparience the peculias
senat of carrying the sound with us.”
Footans takes his keave and | find &
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